
Welcome
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Archangel’s Michael 
and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization, we welcome you to 
the Easter edition of your newsletter.  There is much to update 
to you on since our Celebration of Hope newsletter.

This issue will feature an article on the release of our new book 
“The Miracles and Praises of Archangel Michael” written by 
Father Simon El – Soryany and reviewed by Anba Metaos of 
El- Soryany Monastery.  One of the articles will include one 
of the Miracles described in the book.  The proceeds from 
sales of the book will go to the building of the new Archangel 
Michael and Gabriel Shelter along with supporting the seniors 
and disabled who are in need. 

Other highlights in this issue include a recap of the 2018 
Celebration of Hope, an article on the success and ongoing 
demand for Sponsoring a Senior, and an update on the 
construction of the new Archangel Michael and Gabriel Shelter.

Through your support and prayers, we have been able to 
accomplish so much in such a short time, but there is so much 
more that needs to be done to help the seniors and disabled 
in Southern Egypt.

If you would be interested in helping to volunteer or sponsor a senior or other sponsorship opportunities, please review the 
Sponsorship and Volunteer Opportunities page in the newsletter.  You can also visit our website at www.copticseniorhope.org.

Without your prayers and support, we would not be able to serve the seniors and disabled who need our help.  

Have a blessed and Happy Easter.

Thank you and God Bless

Miranda Gabriel, Mohsen and Nevine Isaac
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And my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.   Phillipians 4:19 
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Greetings,
On behalf of the founders of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel 
Coptic Relief Organization, we welcome you.

Our mission is to improve the quality of life for seniors in Egypt 
by meeting spiritual, emotional and physical needs through 
companionship and prayer, food, housing and medical support. 
Our goal is to ensure that seniors are treated with the dignity, 
respect and compassion they deserve as God’s children.  

The motto of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief 
Organization is “Giving hope…through Christian love.”

If you would like to become involved with Archangel’s Michael 
and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization or would like to learn 
more, please contact me at 1-888-567-6524, ext. 1 or visit 
www.copticseniorhope.org

We appreciate all of your prayers and support in helping us 
serve the needs of seniors in Egypt.

Thank you and God bless,

     President

Like us on facebook

Celebration of 

A BENEFIT TO RAISE AWARENESS AND FUNDS 
TO HELP SENIOR CITIZENS IN EGYPT 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2016
SAVE THE DATE
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+ The Coptic Fasts and Feasts 2017/2018+ 

The Nayrouz Feast (Coptic New Year)-------------------- September 11 

The Nativity of the Holy Theotokos ----------------------- September 20 

The Feast of the Cross (Three days)----------------------- September 27–29 

The Holy Nativity Fast---------------------------------------- November 25 – January 6  

The Holy Nativity Feast--------------------------------------- January 7 

The departure of St. John the Beloved------------------- January 12 

The Circumcision Feast---------------------------------------- January 14 

The Holy Epiphany---------------------------------------------- January 19 

Feast of the Wedding of Cana of Galilee ----------------- January 21 

Jonah's (Nineveh) Fast---------------------------------------- January 29–31 

Jonah's (Nineveh) Feast-------------------------------------- February 1 

Holy Great Fast ------------------------------------------------- February 12 – March 30  

Presentation of the Lord into the Temple --------------- February 15 

The Feast of the Cross ----------------------------------------- March 19  

Lazarus Saturday ----------------------------------------------- March 31 

Entry of our Lord into Jerusalem (Hosanna Sunday) ---------------April 1 

Holy Paskha ----------------------------------------------------- April 2–4 

Covenant Thursday ------------------------------------------- April 5 

Good Friday------------------------------------------------------ April 6 

Annunciation Feast (Not celebrated this year)--------- April 7 

Glorious Feast of the Resurrection------------------------- April 8 

Thomas’ Sunday------------------------------------------------- April 15  

Martyrdom of St. Mark the Evangelist ------------------- May 8 

The Holy Feast of Ascension --------------------------------- May 17  

The Holy Pentecost Feast ------------------------------------- May 27  

The Apostles' Fast ---------------------------------------------- May 28 – July 11  

Entry of the Lord into Egypt----------------------------------  June 1 

The Apostles' Feast (Martyrdom of St. Peter & St. Paul) -----------July 12 

St. Mary's Fast -------------------------------------------------- August 7–21  

Transfiguration Feast ----------------------------------------- August 19  

Assumption of St. Mary's Body ----------------------------- August 22 

Archangel Raphael ----------------------------------------------- September 8 
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WELCOME

On behalf of the Board of Directors of 
Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic 
Relief Organization, we welcome you to 
“Celebration of Hope.”

Our mission is to improve the quality of 
life for seniors in Egypt by meeting 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs 
through companionship and prayer, food, 
housing and medical support. Our goal is 
to ensure that seniors are treated with the 
dignity, respect and compassion they 
deserve as God’s children.  

Our motto is “Giving hope…through Christian love.”

Today’s celebration will include an authentic Egyptian dinner, an overview of 
Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization presented by Mohsen 
Isaac, entertainment by Jazz Singer Jessica Lee, comedy by noted Christian 
comedian Andy Beningo, and music by singer/songwriter Lori Matta.

We have a 50/50 ra�e, a Chinese basket auction and great silent auction items up 
for bid, so bid early and often. 

We appreciate all of your prayers and support in helping us serve the needs of 
seniors in Egypt.

Thank you and God bless,

Miranda Ga�iel, Mohsen and Nevine Isaac
 

Sponsorship and Volunteer Opportunities

❑  Sponsor a Senior - Monthly amount $50 ($600.00 per year)

❑  Sponsor a Senior Couple - Monthly amount $100 ($1,200 per year)

❑  Make a Monthly Contribution  

    ❑ $500      ❑ $200      ❑ $100      ❑ $50      ❑ Other $__________

❑  Newsletter Sponsorship - ($1,000 for two issues)     
       Sponsorship of the newsletter is an opportunity to support 
       Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization by 
       helping to o�set production costs which helps to fund senior 
       citizens in Egypt.   

Enclosed is my payment of $ ________________. 

PAYMENT METHOD:  

❑  Direct Debit - My voided check is enclosed. 
        (Direct debit from your bank account helps reduce administrative costs)

❑  Check (payable to Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization)

❑  Cash

❑  Credit Card #  __________ - __________ - __________ - __________
          (VISA or MasterCard only) 

Name as it appears on card ______________________________________

Signature ____________________________ Exp.________ CVV ________

❑  I would like to volunteer. 

Please contact me ____________________________________________

❑  Sign me up for the newsletter.

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________   

Visit our website for more information on how you can get involved.

WWW.COPTICSENIORHOPE.ORG

(Page 2 Inside Cover) (Page 7 Inside Back Cover)

For I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand, 
saying to you, “Fear not, I will help you.” Isaiah 41:13
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“Giving ho� … through Christian love.”
ARCHANGEL’S MICHAEL AND GABRIEL 

COPTIC RELIEF ORGANIZATION

Greetings,
On behalf of the founders of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel 
Coptic Relief Organization, we welcome you.

Our mission is to improve the quality of life for seniors in Egypt 
by meeting spiritual, emotional and physical needs through 
companionship and prayer, food, housing and medical support. 
Our goal is to ensure that seniors are treated with the dignity, 
respect and compassion they deserve as God’s children.  

The motto of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief 
Organization is “Giving hope…through Christian love.”

If you would like to become involved with Archangel’s Michael 
and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization or would like to learn 
more, please contact me at 1-888-567-6524, ext. 1 or visit 
www.copticseniorhope.org

We appreciate all of your prayers and support in helping us 
serve the needs of seniors in Egypt.

Thank you and God bless,

Nevine Isaac
     President
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And my God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches 

in glory by Christ Jesus.
Phillipians 4:19

25% of the elderly 
          experience 

accidents, injuries, or 
chronic illnesses that 

interfere with 
daily living.

52% of the 
         elderly do not 

have pensions.

In Egypt, the elderly are the fastest 
growing segment of the population. 

39% of the 
       elderly rely 

  on support from 
 their children.
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COPTIC RELIEF 
ORGANIZATION

P.O. Box 54066, Pittsburgh, PA 15244

 
Archangel's Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief 

Organization has applied for a 501 c 3 tax exemption 
and has submitted an application with the 

Pennsylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations. All 
contributions will be used exclusively to aid the 
elderly and poor in the United States and Egypt. 
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For I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand, saying to you, “Fear not, I will help you.” Isaiah 41:13

“Giving ho� … through Christian love.”
ARCHANGEL’S MICHAEL AND GABRIEL 

COPTIC RELIEF ORGANIZATION

Greetings,
On behalf of the founders of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel 
Coptic Relief Organization, we welcome you.

Our mission is to improve the quality of life for seniors in Egypt 
by meeting spiritual, emotional and physical needs through 
companionship and prayer, food, housing and medical support. 
Our goal is to ensure that seniors are treated with the dignity, 
respect and compassion they deserve as God’s children.  

The motto of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief 
Organization is “Giving hope…through Christian love.”

If you would like to become involved with Archangel’s Michael 
and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization or would like to learn 
more, please contact me at 1-888-567-6524, ext. 1 or visit 
www.copticseniorhope.org

We appreciate all of your prayers and support in helping us 
serve the needs of seniors in Egypt.

Thank you and God bless,

Nevine Isaac
     President

Like us on facebook

Celebration of 

A BENEFIT TO RAISE AWARENESS AND FUNDS 
TO HELP SENIOR CITIZENS IN EGYPT 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2016
SAVE THE DATE

DETAILS INSIDE

And my God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches 

in glory by Christ Jesus.
Phillipians 4:19
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 Archangel Michael is the leader of the seven Archangels (which includes 
Gabriel.)  Among his many roles, he is our saintly intercessor and presents 
the prayers of the just to God.  The name Michael translates to “who is like 
God.”
 “The Miracles and Praises of Archangel Michael” 
details the story of each of the twelve miracles that have 
been attributed to Archangel Michael.  Again and again, 
Archangel Michael hears and answers the cries of those 
in need with his holy strength and power, advocating for 
them before God.  Faithful prayer and taking care of those 
less fortunate than oneself seem to be attributes that he 
encourages.  
 In many cases, the faith of those who seek Archangel 
Michael’s help inspires and changes the hearts of non-
believers, as does the Archangel himself.  Though the 
miracles took place centuries ago, the circumstances and 
human faults they relate are still relevant today.  It is hard 
not to be inspired by the repeated message that God 
does not want us to fail in our devotion to Him and that 
Archangel Michael champions our cause before God and 
seeks His forgiveness on our behalf.
 Two main feasts of the Coptic Church celebrate 
Archangel Michael, the 12th of Hatour (November 21) and 
the 12th of Ba’unah (June 19.)  Eventually the church began 
to honor him on the 12th day of each Coptic month.  This commemoration 
may be done either at church or in Christian homes.
 The stories of Archangel Michael’s miracles are a part of this 
remembrance.  The book contains the prayers and instructions for praying 
the monthly praises to him as well as some customs traditionally associated 
with it.  Observing this veneration monthly brings blessings to those who 
pray it and gives them a closer relationship to Archangel Michael.
 A monk, Father Simon El-Soryany, who is now deceased, wrote this 
book in Arabic.  It is interesting to note that, after being released twice, 
increased demand prompted a third release.  Originally written in Arabic, 
it was translated to English and edited by the servants of St. Mary Coptic 
Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

“The Miracles and Praises of Archangel Michael” 
By Fr. Simon El-Soryany,

Reviewed by Anba Metaos of El-Soryany Monastery
Translated into English by the servants of St. Mary’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Pittsburgh, PA

Edited by Onastasia E. Youssef

 When Moshen Isaac, one of the founders of Archangel’s Michael and 
Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization, traveled to visit family in Egypt in 
2012, he accompanied his family on a mission trip in Upper Egypt.  It was 

in the small villages they visited there that he first 
witnessed the distressing condition of the elderly 
and disabled who were left on the streets to fend 
for themselves with no one to care for them and no 
means to care for themselves.  Seeing this need first-
hand, Dr. Isaac knew something must be done, and 
the idea for the foundation began.
 The priest of the Archangel Michael Church 
in the village of Samania in Qena, Upper Egypt, 
Father Daniel, suggested naming the foundation 
after Archangel Michael.  It would be necessary, 
however, to perform the monthly remembrances to 
the saint under whose name the charity would be 
formed.  Father Daniel gave him a book, written by 
a monk, Father Simon El-Soryany, that was in Arabic 
and a lengthy search did not lead to any version in 
English.
 Miranda Gabriel, Nevine Isaac and servants 
of St. Mary Coptic Church translated the book into 
English.  They felt it was important to publish the 
translation and make it available through Archangel’s 

Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization so that, as Nevine Isaac 
explains in the book’s Preface, “all English-speaking children may use (it) 
and be blessed by it for generations to come.”
 The book was released on November 19, 2017.  All proceeds from 
sales of the book go to caring for the seniors and disabled in Archangel’s 
Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization’s shelter in Egypt and 
towards the current construction of a new shelter in the south of Egypt.  
The book sells for $15.00 and is available on the foundation’s website, 
www.copticseniorhope.org.  A group discount is available to churches 
and organizations for bulk orders.  The book is also available in e-book 
form on Amazon.

Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief 
Organization is experiencing great success with 
the “Sponsor a Senior” Program through the 
generosity of our donors.  Nevine Isaac, President of 
Archangel’s Michael and Coptic Relief Organization 
said, “Currently, 150 seniors are being sponsored but 
we have a need to sponsor 450 additional seniors.”
 The cost to sponsor a senior is $50.00 per month 
($600.00 annually.)  The cost to sponsor a senior 
family is $100.00 per month ($1,200.00 annually.)  
Sponsorship provides a container of food delivered 
to their home every two weeks that consists of approximately nine items such as meat, butter, cheese, and rice.
 When Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization started the shelter service for seniors and the disabled, they discovered additional 
need among seniors in nearby villages in Southern Egypt, who are not able to provide for themselves due to their age and poor medical conditions.  
These seniors wanted to stay in their own homes, therefore are currently being served by the organization through the food donation.
Dr. Mohsen Isaac, added, “The seniors need a lot of medical care and medications which are becoming very expensive in Egypt right now.  They cannot 
afford it.  We also need volunteers to help coordinate all of these services.”
 Other needs for the elderly include companionship and transportation to get them to the city for the medical procedures.
The long-term objective of this program is to grow and sponsor more seniors in order to meet the overwhelming need for these services.  Another 
objective is to start a project for seniors and disabled children in the underdeveloped areas of Egypt that would create jobs.  This would allow them 
to become more active and achieve financial independence.

Anyone interested in the “Sponsor a Senior” Program please call 1-888-567-6524 or log onto www.copticseniorhope.org.

Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Shelter Under Construction
 The Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel 
Shelter in El Rahmania is under construction, 
with work currently focused on the second 
floor.  Dr. Mohsen Isaac, one of the founding 
fathers of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel 
Coptic Relief Organization commented, 
“Our plan is build a four to five floor shelter 
which will house approximately 200 seniors 
and disabled.”
 The cost to build the Archangel Michael 
and Gabriel Shelter is $2.5 million Egyptian 
pounds or $142,000 in US Dollars.  The 
need for this new shelter became apparent 
about a year ago when the current shelter, 
at full capacity with approximately 190 
cases, could not meet the overwhelming 
demand.   The current shelter is the only 
one serving the elderly and disabled in the 
South of Egypt and more cases arrive every 
day.   Overcrowding results in six to seven 
residents staying in one small room.

Second Annual 
Celebration of Hope Recap

 The Second Annual Celebration of Hope was held Sunday, November 18 at the 
Cornerstone at Tonidale in Oakdale, Pennsylvania.

 Miranda Gabriel, Treasurer of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic Relief 
Organization, commented, “Over 115 people attended and close to $25,000 was 
raised.”  The proceeds from Celebration of Hope will go to the building of the Archangel 
Michael and Gabriel 5-story shelter in El Rahmania in Upper Egypt.
 Ms. Gabriel added, “The Board of Directors of Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel 
Coptic Relief Organization would like to thank our sponsors from Morgan Stanley and 
John Sisson Motors for their generous contributions to the event.”
 The entertainment was the highlight of the evening, particularly the Greek 
dance ensemble.  “We received positive feedback from everyone regarding the 
entertainment,” Ms. Gabriel explained.
 The 2018 Celebration of Hope is scheduled for Sunday, November 4, at the Fez in 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania (Hopewell Township).  When asked why people should attend 
the 2018 Celebration of Hope, Ms. Gabriel said, “They should come back because the 
event is a lot of fun and all for a very good cause.”

Tickets may be pre-ordered and will become 
available on Thursday, October 4, 2018.

If interested in volunteering or would like to learn more about sponsorship opportunities, 
please call 1-888-567-6524 or log onto www.copticseniorhope.org.

 The monthly cost to feed 190 cases is 
70,000 to 75,000 Egyptian pounds per 
month (approximately $5,000 US Dollars.)  
This includes medicine, clothing, food and 
salaries for the caretakers.
 The new shelter will be able to serve 
up to 200 residents and will allow the 
organization to take on new cases.  “It will 
have five floors,” described Dr. Isaac.  “The 
first floor will have a reception area, a 
cafeteria and a meeting room for prayers.  
The other four floors will be for living units 
with two units in each floor.”
There will also be separate floors for the 
elderly and the disabled.  The needs for each 
group are different, both for health care 
and for dietary, so this arrangement allows 
for those needs to be met more efficiently.  
There will also be a designated kitchen for 
the elderly and one for the disabled. 

 Archangel’s Michael and Gabriel Coptic 
Relief Organization’s mission is to serve the 
seniors and disabled who are in need. Dr. 
Isaac explained, “We started taking them 
into the shelter because these people 
cannot provide and take care of themselves. 
Often, their families do not have the 
resources to take care of them either so, in 
extreme cases, they are left in the streets or 
in hospitals.”
 Another pressing issue is the ongoing 
need for volunteers to help serve the 
seniors and disabled at the shelters.  To help 
meet this need, Archangel’s Michael and 
Gabriel Coptic Relief Organization’s partner 
in Egypt is Little Brethren, a nonprofit 
foundation. 
 To contribute or to learn more about 
the Archangel Michael and Gabriel Shelter 
please call 1-888-567-6524 or log onto 
www.copticseniorhope.org. 

Overwhelming Demand for Sponsor a Senior Program 


